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President’s message

Dear Friends, Members, Marines and Corpsmen,

The war in Irag iswinding down and we are in the
process of welcoming home our troops. So many great
opportunities for Master Card to make several of their
“Priceless” TV commercias. You know: “A pair of
combat boots...$99, an M 16 rifle...$276, kickin' back,
enjoying a cigarette while sitting in Saddam’ s favorite
chair in his biggest palace...PRICELESS.” When that
young Marine from Mike Company 3/4 placed the flag
of the United States atop the head of Saddam’ s statue,
just before it was pulled to the ground by a US tank, |
think that was outstanding. The comments out of DC
were out of linein my estimation though...not for an
instant do | think our troops were there strictly for the
Iragi people but rather for those that perished on Sep-
tember 11 and every other day that aterrorist took the
life of an American. Sort of reminds me of a 2/4 Battal-

ion Commander who was flying the Stars & Stripes at
the CPin Chu Lai SVN, 1965. He wastold by a certain
general to take it down and replace it with the flag of
SVN. He complied with the general’s order...that is
until the general flew off in the helicopter.

When the news broke about those hundreds of mil-
lions of dollarsin cash being found in Irag | immedi-
ately had images of Clint Eastwood, Telly Savalas and
Donald Sutherland running through my head.

Theinternet has been flooded with “jokes’ about
France since they’ ve declined to back the coalition.
Come on guys, give them a break; after al, it's not like
Saddam was standing next to the Eiffel Tower like Hit-
ler was.

Our men and women did afine job; let’s just hope the
people don’t forget that fact like they have done with all
past veterans in years gone by.

Semper Fi...Jim Mazy
Second Battalion, 4th Marines—the Best in the Corps

“ America should always remember—Vietnam was a
War...Not aMovie”

In memoriam

* Robert “ Doc” W. Cooper, H& S1966 (USN), 12
April 2003.

* Edward C. Purcell, Fox 1968, 19 January 2003.

* Col. Rabert “ Rip” Kirby, Bn CO 5/72—6/73, 9 Janu-
ary 2003.

* Ray F. Macdouall, China Marine 1936, 26 Decem-
ber 2000.

* Norman G. Meakim, China Marine 1930’s, 11
August 2001.
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SgtMaj Otto recuperating

As many of you may know, Charlie Otto had double
bypass surgery at Tri-Cities hospital in San Diego in late
April. Becky Valdez has let us know that heis doing
much better but healing slowly. Y ou can send a get well
card to:

Charles Otto
1419 San Simeon
Oceanside, Ca. 92054
Better yet, give him acall at (760) 757-3750.

Best wishes, Charlie!

And so is PX Manager Jack
Petrowsky

Hiswife Peggy haslet us know that Jack just had
bypass surgery and is doing well! If anyone would like
to send acard our addressis:

Jack Petrowsky
P.O. Box 7214
Las Cruces, NM 88006

2002 Malnar and Doc Gorsage
Award winners

2/4 SgtMaj Robert Howard has notified us that Ser-
geant Ismael G. Bamba of Golf Company has received
the 2002 Malnar Award. The winner of the newly-
named 2002 Doc Gorsage Award isHM2 Kevin G.
Weatherspoon of H& S Company.

Congratulations gentlemen...the members of the 2/4
Association salute you!

Forward-deployed Marine chosen
as 15th Sgt Maj of the Marine Corps

Submitted by: Headquarters Marine Corps. Story
Identification Number: 200342885347. Story by
Sgt. W.A. Napper Jr.

KUWAIT (aPR. 25, 2003) -- During an al-hands staff
noncommissioned officer meeting at a Kuwait air base
April 22, Mgj. Gen. James F. Amos, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing commanding general, announced that the Com-
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mandant of the Marine Corps,
Gen. Michael W. Hagee, has
selected the 15th Sergeant Magjor
of the Marine Corps - Sgt Mg
John L. Estrada, 3rd MAW ser-
geant major.

“I've never met anybody that's
moved into that job,” Mgj. Gen.
Amos said to the crowd. “And to
think, you're one of us. What
we're going to get hereisa
Marines Marine, a sergeant major
that understands what being a ser-
geant major is all about.”

To astanding ovation from the
SNCOsin the room, Estrada took
the microphone with a smile.

“1 did not sleep at all last night,”
he said. “Thisis avery momen-
tous event. There are many
Marines and Sailors | haveto
thank. | know | wouldn't bein this
position if it were not for them.
Thisisas much apart of you asit
isof me.”

He told the SNCOs when he
made a permanent change of sta-
tion move to Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar, Calif., Dec. 7,
2001, he had intended to retire fol-
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lowing his tour and settle in California
with hisfamily. Less than two years
later, he deployed to Kuwait to servein
Operation Enduring Freedom and Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom.

“1 was very fortunate to get slated to be
the 3rd MAW sergeant major,” he said.
“1 did not realize when | put my namein
for that job that it would be such a huge
responsibility. | wanted to get back out
West because | was approaching retire-
ment time and | was looking at retiring.
Since | came up through the wing it was
like a homecoming of some sorts and |
could not think of a better way to end my
career - to be fortunate enough to come
back and end it in the wing. It wasjust a
tremendous billet for me.”

Earlier this year, while serving in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, Estrada
received a phone call from the 14th Sgt
Mg of the Marine Corps, Sgt Mg Alford
L. McMichael, informing him he was
one of the final four candidates for the
15th Sgt Mg of the Marine Corps.

“l wasin disbelief and at thetime |
thought maybe he called the wrong per-
son,” said Estrada. “1 never thought of
myself as ever having a chance of being
one of them. | wasin shock because |
thought | was getting called to get my
butt chewed over their visit. A few days
prior to that phone call, the Commandant
and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps
were visiting us; visiting their Marines
here in Kuwait. | was alittle concerned
getting a call from the sergeant major
right after their visit, because | was
thinking ‘what could we have done, what
didn't they like? to get that phone call.”

Every few years aboard looks at the
top approximately 150 sergeants major
on thelinear list and selects five candi-
dates. They present this list to the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corpsfor review.
If he likes none of the candidates' qualifi-
cations, he can go back to the board and
order them to try again.

The decision for the next Sgt Mg of
the Marine Corpsis solely the Comman-

dant's and once the four were selected they were inter-

viewed at different times.

2/4 Association PX Merchandise

General Iltems

Polo shirt. Maroon with “2/4 Magnificent Bastards’ embroidered on the $25.00
front.

Polo shirt. Red, white or blue with “ ond Bn, 4™ Marines’ embroidered on $25.00
the front.

T-shirt. Gray with 11" full-color 2/4 logo decal on the front. $12.50
T-shirt. Honoring the 20" anni versary of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial .

(Available soon. Call or e-mail for price and availability.)

Cap. White with black bill. Embroidered with “2™ Bn, 4™ Marines, Mag- | $12.00
nificent Bastards.”

Cap. Navy blue or Marine Corpsred. “USMC" embroidered on the front; $17.00
27 B, 4™ Marines’ embroidered on the back.

Golf towel. White with red 2/4 logo. $6.50
L ogo. Stitched patch, 3 %2 x 4", multicolored. (Currently out of stock - on

order. Call or email for price and availability.)

L ogo pin. For lapel or cap. (Call or e-mail for price and availability.) $5.00
Word pins. “Sniper,” “Chu Lai,” “Point Man,” “Doc,” “Life Member,” $3.50
“Marble Mountain,” “Corpsman,” “DaNang,” “Dong Ha,” “| Corps,” Each
“Vietnam Veteran,” “Quang Tri,” “Rock Pile,” “Chaplain,” “Grunt,”

“Combat Vet,” “Vietham,” and “Korea.” (Call or e-mail for price and

availability.)

M ouse pads. Red and white 2/4 logo. $6.50
Aprons. With pocket, for home and shop use - red and white 2/4 logo. $8.00
Thermal travel mug. Champagne with black “USMC” emblem and 2/4 $5.50
logo.

Coffee mug. Black with white 2/4 1ogo and Marine Corps emblem. $5.00
Dai Do. Documentary. $25.00
2001 Reunion. Includes visitsto The Wall, lwo Jima Memorial, etc. $10.00
The Magnificent Bastards. Keith Nolan (hard cover, only). $25.00
The Proud Bastards. Mike Helms. $12.00
One Last Mission. LtCol Oliver North, USMC (Ret) $5.00

Ordering Instructions:

Please add $1.25 per item for shipping and handling. Make checks payable to “2/4 Asso-
ciation.” Some items may be out of stock and, therefore, will not be shipped immedi-
ately. Call or email Jack Petrowsky first for information. Send your order to:

2/4 Association PX

c/o Jack Petrowsky

PO Box 7214

Las Cruces, NM 88006-7214

Estrada said he prepared for hisinterview by coming
up with alist of eight questions he thought Gen. Hagee
would ask.
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“When | went into theinterview | felt | had as good a
chance asthe other three,” he said. “1 went in and gave it
my best shot. | finally decided to just go and be myself,
be who | have always been.”

Of those eight questions Estrada had prepared, the
Commandant only asked one - “Why do you think you
should be the next Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps?’

Sgt Maj John L. Estrada

The 33d Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Michael W.
Hagee, announced that Marine Corps Sgt Maj John L. Estrada
will be the 15th Sgt Maj of the Marine Corps. Estrada is
currently serving as sergeant major for the 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing Based at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., and is
forward deployed with 3rd MAW forward in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Photo by Sgt W.A. Napper, Jr.

“What are three things you would change in the
Marine Corps?’ and “If | did not select you as the next
Sergeant Mgjor of the Marine Corps, whom would you
recommend?’ were other questions asked by the Com-
mandant.”| thought that was the best question of all
because it really shows the character of the individual,”
he said.

Estrada received a phone call April 21 from Gen.
Hagee informing him of the final decision. In asmall
twist, the phone call didn't come directly to his office.
Instead, Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron's Staff
Judge Advocate Marines received it.

“There were people scrambling to get me because the
Commandant of the Marine Corps was on the phone,”
he said. “So | made the walk over to the SJA, whichiis
not that far away, but to meit felt like | was walking on
aplank and was getting ready to go overboard. | was
wondering, trying to figure if this was going to be good
news or bad. The question going through my mind was
'ishewas going to tell methat | am the guy or is he
going to tell me sorry, I'm not the guy?”

When he reached the phone he wastold to stand by for
the Commandant. Then the Corps' top Marine picked up
the phone.

“The Commandant came on the phone and said 'Ser-
geant Major Estrada, how are you doing today? I'm call-
ing you to offer a position to be the next Sergeant Major
of our Corps. Do you still want the job?”

Even though he'd had some time to brace himself for
either decision, Estrada said he was taken aback by the
question.

“1 was stunned because that's very big news - very big
news,” he said. “I said 'Sir, yes of course | still want the
job.' Then | told him | was honored that he had confi-
dence in me and afforded me the opportunity to be the
15th Sergeant Mgjor of our Corps.

“I've always known that if | got to the position where|
could make a difference, I'd like to try to make a differ-
ence,” said Estrada. “So | thought about it, and thought
if | could get to this position | could really help make a
difference in impacting the Marine Corps as awhole
and in avery positive way. That's al I've ever tried to
do.”

“I've always known that if | got to the position where|
could make a difference, I'd like to try to make a differ-
ence,” said Estrada. “So | thought about it, and thought
if | could get to this position | could really help make a
difference in impacting the Marine Corps as awhole
and in avery positive way. That'sal I've ever tried to
do.”

Estrada has been known as a Marine's Marine, and is
often found talking with junior enlisted and junior offic-
ers to make sure everything is running smoothly for
them. He said he believes one of his strong pointsis his
ability to communicate up and down the chain of com-
mand. “ That has always been my style,” he said. “I feel
very, very good knowing that | can go out and connect
with the lowest-ranking Marines and talk to them. All
my commanders have always allowed me the latitude to
dojust that. That's the only way that | can get the true
pulse of what's going on in the unit. Y ou can't do that
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from behind a desk. | look forward to going out and
talking to the Marines and | love doing that.

“1 don't feel I'm the sergeant major of just the enlisted
Marines. I'm not, I'm the sergeant major for the com-
mand. | spend alot of time with junior officers and com-
manders to seeif they need anything or if there's
something we can be doing better to support them.”

He said he would continue to get out and meet with as
many Marines as possible to listen to them.

“1 will continue to take every opportunity that | have
to get out and connect with the Marines,” he said. “I
plan on being a very visible Sergeant Mgjor of the
Marine Corps, like those who have preceded me. You
can't lead from behind the desk and thisway | can tell
the Commandant 'these are the concerns of your
Marines.”

Estrada said he believes the Marine Corpsis running
smoothly, and has no immediate plans to recommend
any changes - yet. He said agood leader learns his new
job before recommending any changes. Often he is
asked if today's Marines are as tough as L eathernecks of
old and Estrada said based on what he saw during Oper-
ation Iragi Freedom he could answer that question with
aresounding “yes!”

“We have avery professional atmosphere,” he said.
“During the time here, the performance of all of our
Marines - not just the air wing, (has made me) extremely
proud - especially our Marinesin the division that met
very fierce resistance. They (overcame) it al very cou-
rageoudly. | was so proud that those Marines fought just
aswell asany Marine who had fought battlesin the past.

“For alot of those young Marines, I'm sure | was their
Recruit Training Regimental Sergeant Major back on
Parris Island. We would get questions about whether
they would have the mettle enough to fight and win and
| think they have proven just that.”

Estrada said he knows he's the next chapter in the his-
tory of the Marine Corps and he won't let his Marines
down. However, he will require one thing from al
Marines during histime as Sgt Maj of the Marine Corps.

“1 expect al of our Marinesto represent our Corpsin
the eyes of the American people and theworld in avery
professional way. The American people think alot and
expect alot from the Marine Corps, and | charge our
Marines to continue to give them just that. These are
very big shoes I'm about to fill and | have not taken this
appointment lightly in any way.

“1 will alwayswork hard to better our Corps,” he said.
“1 will always have the Marines' best interests at heart.”

Estrada enlisted in the Marine Corps Sept. 5, 1973,
and attended recruit training at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot ParrisIsland, S.C. In March 1974, he was
assigned to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 451 at
MCAS Beaufort, S.C. In December 1974, he transferred

to 1st MAW, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, to serve with
VMFA-232.

In February 1976, he transferred to VMFA-101 at
MCAS Yuma, Arizona. One year later he moved to
MCASEI Toro, Calif., to serve with VMFA-314. In
December 1978, he was reassigned to VMFA-323. In
November 1979, he deployed aboard USS Coral Seato
the Western Pacific and Arabian Seafor seven months.
In June 1980, Estrada transferred to Andrews Air Force
Base, Md., to serve with Marine Reserve Fighter Attack
Squadron 321, Marine Aircraft Group 41.

In August 1982, he received ordersto drill instructor
duty at MCRD San Diego, Cdlif., where he served with
3rd Recruit Training Battalion. In October 1984, he was
ordered back to MCAS Beaufort, thistime for duty with
VMFA-251 as the noncommissioned officer-in-charge
of the airframes division. In November 1985, he was
reassigned to VMFA-451 and then deployed to the
Western Pacific in January 1986. He returned in July.

From January to March 1987, Estrada attended aircraft
maintenance schools, retraining as an F/A-18 hydraulic/
structural mechanic. In October, he was once again
ordered to DI duty, thistime as the 3rd Recruit Training
Battalion's Series Chief Drill Instructor at MCRD Parris
Island. He was later reassigned to Drill Instructor
School as the Standard Operating Procedures I nstructor
and Drill Master until his promotion to first sergeant in
October 1990.

In December 1990, and until March 1995, he served as
the first sergeant for Intelligence Company, 3rd Surveil-
lance Reconnaissance and Intelligence Group, Okinawa,
Japan; Marine Security Force Company, Naval Air Sta-
tion Norfolk, Va.; Electronic Maintenance Company,
1st Maintenance Battalion, 1st Force Service Support
Group, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Cdlif.; and
Alpha Company, 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, MCB Camp Pendleton.

From March 1995 to May 1998, Estrada, now a ser-
geant major, served as sergeant major for 2nd Battalion,
1st Marines, 1st Marine Division, MCB Camp Pendle-
ton, and deployed with the 11th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (Special Operations Capable) and the 15th MEU
(SOC) to the Western Pacific and the Arabian Gullf.

In May 1998, he assumed the billet as sergeant major
for Recruiting Station Sacramento, Calif., 12th Marine
Corps Digtrict. From April 2000 to October 2001, he
served as the sergeant major for the Recruit Training
Regiment at MCRD Parris Island. He assumed the post
asthe 3rd MAW sergeant major, Dec. 7, 2001.

His personal awards include the Meritorious Service
Medal with two gold stars, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement
Medal and Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal.
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This above article is reprinted from the Marine Corps web
<http://www.usmc.mil/marinelink/mcn2000.nsf/main5/
85EFFF78B28AAC8C85256D160046D7BF?0opendocu-
ment>, February 27, 2003.

3d Marine Division Association 2003
annual reunion

The 3d Marine Division Association will hold its 2003
reunion in Nashville, Tennessee, from Wednesday,
August 13, through Sunday, August 17, 2003. All
Marines who served with or were attached to the 3d
Marine Division are encouraged to attend. Thisisafam-
ily affair, so bring the entire family. The January—Febru-
ary 2003 issue of the association newsletter, CALTRAP,
contained registration and hotel reservation forms, and
the schedule of events. For more information, check the
CALTRAP web site at <http://www.caltrap.com> or
contact:

SgtM g Bill Krueger USMC (ret.)
7622 Highland Street
Springfield, VA 22150-3931
(703) 451-3844

1st Battalion, 3d Marines annual
reunion

The 1st Battalion, 3d Marines will be holding its
annual reunion in conjunction with the 3d Marine Divi-
sion Association in Nashville, Tennessee. The 1/3 gath-
ering will be held on Friday evening, August 15th,
starting at 7:30 PM. For information, check the 1/3 web
at <http://lwww.onethreemarines.com/> or contact:

Bill Ervin

2855 Iliff

Boulder, CO 80305

(303) 494-7752

E-mail: <Hatch101@aol.com>

31st MEU (SOC) soars during Foal
Eagle

By Sgt. S. K. D'Alessio

POHANG, Republic of Korea-- Marines and Sailors
of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Opera-
tions Capable) combined their capabilities with US
Forces Korea, March 19 through 23, in amultilateral

training exercise that focused on live-fire and maneu-
vering.

The exercise increased interoperability with Korean
forces and increase the overall combat readiness of the
unit, according to Captain Neil Peterson, public affairs
officer of the 31st MEU. The two countries formed a
combined landing force at Tok Sok Ri, launched from
both US Navy and Republic of Korea ships. To improve
capabilities, MEU Marines were integrated within the
Republic of Korea Marine Corps (ROKMC) in every
aspect of the job, from coordinating amphibious opera-
tionsto eating chow together.

Battalion Landing Team, 2d Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment, Golf Company in particular, the MEU’s
amphibious attack vehicle asset, joined the ROKMC's
Regimental Landing Team 2 (RLT 2) throughout the
duration of the exercise aboard their ROK vessel, theKo
Jun Bong. This cross attachment of forces afforded both
Marine units the opportunity to interact and train
together on ship, thereby enhancing US'ROKMC
interoperability. Thiswas both to better understand both
forces' tactical capabilities and have a better under-
standing of how to work in close coordination in case of
actual contingencies.

“It'sbeen arally good experience,” said SSgt Michael
J. Collelo, asection leader for BLT 2/4 Golf Company
“Definitely as far as the amphibious side goes, to know
their mission is to know ours.

“The way we work together is very similar. We can
definitely complete our missions on the same timeline,”
he added.

The MEU isknown for itsland, seaand air nature —
and the aviation combat element proved that when con-
ducting early warning exercisesand close air support for
ground troops at several locations to include the Pilsung
range.

At Suseong Ri range, Marines of Fox Company,
Weapons Company’s 81mm mortar platoon and the
engineer platoon called in for fire support while con-
ducting fire team rushes and engaging tanks. Within
minutes, AH-1W Super Cobras and UH-1N Hueyscir-
cled in on the hillsides near the Marines to support with
rockets and machine gun fire.

In all, the MEU performed to its fullest capabilities by
employing al of its assetsin the grand finale event, the
amphibious landing. As US/ROKMC officers and dis-
tinguished guests viewed the operation from atop VIP
Hill, the MEU engaged into “ Strike from the sea’” mode.
Amphibious assault vehicles were launched from U.S.
and ROK Navy ships for the combined amphibious
assault at Tok Sok Ri Beach. Hueys patrolled the skies
and suppressed simulated enemy resistance with air
strikes while the MEU Service Support Group estab-
lished a beach landing site to assist the Landing Craft

Page 6



Second Quarter, 2003

The 2/4 Association QOPar Corse

Air Cushions (LCAC) in going ashore. The LCACs sce-
nario was to simulate the surface introduction of follow-
on troops and equipment ashore—much like what would
happen in actual operations.

The MEU'’ s Explosive Ordnance Disposal team heated
the scenario up as they detonated explosives in the surf
zone, along the shoreline and in the mountains. It was a
powerful ending to an exercise that proves the MEU’s
special operations capabilities and its dominant rolein
the Asia/Pecific theater.

“The exercise was one of the highlights of this deploy-
ment for the BLT,” said LtCol Andrew R. MacMannis,
BLT 2/4 commanding officer. “Using training areas
unseen by most Marines and just getting to experience
some foreign culture was rewarding. With the beautiful
weather and hospitable host nation support, participat-
ing in training was an experience that will be remem-
bered for alifetime.”

* Kk %

This article is reprinted from the Marine Corps web <http://
www.31meu.usmc.mil/news%20release/20th%20Cycle/
FoalEagle.html>, 27 May 2003.

2/4 participates in Quick Reaction
Force exercise

1st Lieutenant Daniel Crawford, Echo 2/4 Platoon
Commander

1st Lieutenant Daniel Crawford, a 26-year-old Idaho Falls, Ind.
native and platoon commander for the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) Battalion
Landing Team, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Echo
Company, 3rd platoon, paints his face before leading his
Marines out to a helicopter to perform a Quick Reaction Force
exercise, March 21. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. S. K.
D'Alessio) (This photo and caption are reprinted from the 31st
MEU web <http://www.31meu.usmc.mil/> 21 May 2003.)

Association writing competition
Submitted by Jim Mazy, President

This idea came about when the anonymous donor of
the $500 prize purse tried to figure out away of record-
ing some first hand history of 2/4 throughout the years.
What better way to gather that history than by staging a
competition?

Therules are very basic and simple:

1. Thedonor of the prize purse will remain anony-
mous; the identity will be known only to me.

2. 1,000 words or less (unlessin the judges opinion
more verbiage is needed to depict accurately the
story). Y our submission may be subject to edit-
ing.

3. Prefer typewritten, double-spaced but will accept
any form aslong asit islegible. Handwritten sub-
missions must be printed—no cursive handwrit-
ing.

4. Novulgarity unlessit isvery pertinent to the
story. Try changing the words to eliminate any
cursing.

5. Must be factua—no fiction.

6. Author must be an Association member.

7. Writing may be serious or comedic in nature. It
may cover wartime, peacetime or even liberty, as
long asit involves an incident while serving with
2/4.

8. Submissions are being accepted from now
through June 10, 2003. The judges’ decisions are
due by August 1, 2003.

9. Thefirst prizeis $300, second prizeis $150,
and third prizeis $50. Judges decisionsare
final.

Each piece will be assigned an al phanumeric code; the
identity of the writer will not be made known to the
judges until after the selection process has been com-
pleted. Two of the judges were hand picked by the
donor, and | am the only person (other than the judges)
to know the identity of all three.

The stories will be published on the 2/4 website and
also in the Sea Horse as space permits. All writingswill
be scanned to a CD-ROM and preserved by the Histo-
rian. Submissions will become the joint property of the
Association and the writer, with the Association having
sole discretion on future use.

All writings must be mailed to me:

Jim Mazy
6122 Shasta Street
Englewood FL 34224-8161
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Itisstrongly suggested that you make and keep copies
of your submission prior to mailing.

Electronic and website submissions will be accepted.
E-mail mefirst at either:

<President@2ndbn4thmarine.com>
<Marine-2-4@2ndbn4thmarine.com>

If thisbid to preserve the history of 2/4 is successful, it
will be offered again the following year. If in the opin-
ion of the judges there are insufficient winning entries
for the year, the purse will be carried over to the follow-
ing year.

Good luck!

Iraqi Freedom - the compassion of a
Marine toward his enemy

Shoeless enemy

Marine Lance Corporal Marcco Ware carries an lragi soldier
who was shot three times while trying to ambush a convoy of
the 3rd Battalion, Fifth Regiment, in central Irag. The attack left
one Marine and about 40 Iragis dead. (This photo and caption
are reprinted from the San Francisco Chronicle online website,
SFGate.com, <http://www.sfgate.com/> 26 Mar 2003.)

Folding the American flag: the
deeper meaning

(Editors note: SgtMaj Charles Otto sent this column to
me and suggested publishing it in the Sea Horse. |
thought that was a great idea. And thanks a lot for the
input Sergeant Major; | greatly appreciate it!)

Have you ever noticed the honor guard pays meticu-
lous attention to correctly folding the American flag 13
times? Y ou probably thought it was to symbolize the

original 13 colonies, but we learn something new every
day!

The 1st fold of our flag isa symbol of life.

The 2nd fold isasymbol of our belief in eternal life.

The 3rd fold ismade in honor and remembrance of the
veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their
lives for the defense of our country to attain peace
throughout the world.

The 4th fold represents our weaker nature, for as
American citizens trusting in God, it isto Him we turn
in times of peace aswell asin time of war for His divine
guidance.

The 5th fold is atribute to our country, for in the
words of Stephen Decaur, “ Our Country, in dealing with
other countries, may she always beright; but it is still
our country, right or wrong.

The 6th fold isfor where our heartslie. It iswith our
heart that We pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States Of America, and the Republic for which it stands,
one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Jus-
ticefor all.

The 7th fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is
through the Armed Forces that we protect our country
and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be
found within or without the boundaries of our republic.

The 8th fold isatribute to the one who entered into the
valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the
light of day.

The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers.
For it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and
devotion that the character of the men and women who
have made this country great has been molded.

The 10th fold is atribute to the father, for he, too, has
given his sons and daughters for the defense of our
country since they were first born.

The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal
of King David and King Solomon and glorifiesin the
Hebrews' eyes, the God of Abraham, |saac and Jacob.

The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and
glorifies, inthe Christians' eyes, God the Father, the Son
and Holy Spirit.

The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded,
the stars are uppermost reminding us of our nation's
motto, “In God We Trust.”

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it
takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding
us of the soldiers who served under General George
Washington, and the Sailors and Marines who served
under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by
their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of
the United States, preserving for ustherights, privileges
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and freedoms we enjoy today. There are some traditions
and ways of doing things that have deep meaning. In the
future, you'll see flags folded and now you will know
why.

Once a Marine, always remembered

Submitted by: | Marine Expeditionary Force. Story
Identification Number: 200352785640. Story by
Sgt L.A. Salinas

BABYLON, Iraq (May 26, 2003) -- When Marines
honor one of their fallen brethren there are speeches,
memorial services with the families and, at times, the
media. But, knowing the personalities of our fallen
Marines and understanding what happened to them
could only be told by the warriors that served with him.

To tell the story of Pfc. Juan G. Garza, killed by
enemy fire near Baghdad during Operation Iragi Free-
dom, three Marines offer their thoughts on the events of
that fateful morning of April 8, and the void Garza left.

The father figure in the Marine infantry squad is usu-
ally the squad leader. He is known for giving guidance
to his Marines, whether it is about the Marine Corps or
life.

Sgt. Zachary D. Lott, squad leader with 1st Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, played that role for Garza.

“From day one | was Garza's squad |eader,” said the
21-year-old. “He was one of the most motivated and
loyal Marines| ever met.”

Marines might have a reputation for being the tough-
est and strongest, but according to L ott what was stron-
gest about Garzawas inside him. “He had ahuge heart,”
said the Salt Lake City native. “He wasn't the biggest
kid, he had skinny arms, but he would put up afight
with the biggest guy.

“When you were around him, you could call his name
and he would be ready to do anything.”

From the seat of aHumvee, Lott explains what he saw
on the morning of April 8.

“The mission was to secure the near side of the bridge
near Hassan Al Haza so forces with 5th Marines could
safely move across the bridge,” said Lott. “We where
shooting at people 180 degrees around us. Garzawasin
afighting hole near us. Helifted himself up to see where
the rest of the squad was firing from and a sniper shot
him from the back.”

There was no scream from Garza, there was no panic.

“When he got shot he grabbed his chest and quietly
said, 'I'm hit,” said Lott.

According to Lott, the squad was still faced with the
uncertainty that there were enemy in the area and the
squad wasn't about to let its guard down.

“For the first couple of days everybody wasin the
fighting mindset,” said Lott. “Then [his death] hit us
real hard.

“We had amemorial service for him and that brought
some closure,” said Lott.

1/4 at Camp Babylon, Iraq

Members of 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, rest before going on
post at Camp Babylon, Iraq, May 24. Some of the unit's
members recounted stories about Pfc. Juan G. Garza who

served with them until death by enemy fire in Baghdad, early
last month. Photo by: Sgt. L.A. Salinas

What he remembers most about Garzais that he was
always talking about his wife. Always the father figure,
Lott, who has been married for two years, gave Garza
pointers on his own marriage.

Within the family of a Marine infantry squad, team
members rely on each other as brothers. Lance Cpl.
CharlesW. King, saw-gunner with 1st Bn., 4th Marines,
played that role in the fighting hole where the shooting
happened.

“We volunteered to be in the fighting hole for security
for everything behind us,” said the 19-year-old from
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Greensboro, N.C. “Wejust volunteered, we never knew
why at the time.”

Asthe shooting around the Marines started, and before
Garzamade the fateful gesture of looking over the fight-
ing hole, the rush of being in battle began to take over
the squad. Looking back on that day, King knows why
they raised their hands.

“We volunteered because our adrenaline was pump-
ing. If staff sergeant says he needs two volunteers and
you are the two closest, you volunteer whether you like
it or not.”

When the bullets started flying, Garza inspired the
other Marines.

“As soon as his adrenaline pumped in, he was wired,”
said King. “He was a scrapper. When we were in that
sand-bagged bunker, we never really felt threatened,” he
said. “He was aways looking out for me.”

King remembers Garza talking about is his relation-
ship with his mother, and how he'd been trying to con-
tact her over the years. “He moved out of his house and
moved to Michigan with hisaunt and uncle,” said King.
“He lost contact with his mom, and would always talk
about how his wife found her.”

Whilein Irag, he learned that his wife had made con-
tact with his mother. It was apparent to those around
him that, in his heart, he was reunited with her, however
he would not get the chance to see her again.

Perhaps the most important person in Garza's military
family is Pfc. Cesar Gonzalez, rifleman with 1st Bn. 4th
Marines.

Marines are well known for their camaraderie, and the
friendship between Garza and Gonzalez was a close
one.

Neither would know the impact of each other's friend-
ship when they met at the School of Infantry in Camp
Pendleton, Calif. According to Gonzalez, they slept in
bunks next to each other and pretty much kept to them-
selves, until Garza introduced himself one day.

“We didn't have anyone to talk to,” said Gonzalez.
“Hewould call hiswifeand | would listen to music.”

Garzawould tell hisfriend about his childhood - how
his mom left him at the age of 13, and how he lived on
the streets. He talked about how his aunt and uncle put
him through military school. He spoke to him about how
he missed his mother and he vowed to see her again. His
promises exemplified his values.

“He said if he ever had kids he would never leave
them,” said Gonzalez.

This partnership would follow them through to their
first duty assignment, known in the Marine Corps as
“the fleet.”

“Once we got to the fleet, we had to stick with whom
we knew,” said the 19-year-old from New Braunfels,

Texas. “If there was aworking party, we would both be
onit.”

According to Gonzalez, the two would meet everyday
after their final unit formation and on the weekends.
They would prove inseparable, confiding in each other
their failings and accomplishments.

When the orders to head for Iragq came, it caught them
both off guard.

“We both thought, “we are really going to do this,”
said Gonzalez. When we got in [the fleet] we thought,
“maybe in a couple of years, but not after five months.”

The unit would embark on ajourney that would liber-
ate a country, but at a heavy price.

Gonzalez remembers how close he was to being next
to his best friend during Garza's last day alive.

“When | saw himin the fighting hole, | asked if |
could go over there and be with him,” said Gonzalez.
“Sergeant Lott told me, 'yeah go ahead.”

Asit turned out, fate intervened and left Gonzalez to
watch it unfold. “1 started to get up and go and then Ser-
geant Lott said, 'no you would be safer here'.” Said
Gonzalez.

“Ten minutes later, Garza got shot,” he said.

“How can | go home and not bring my friend home
with me,” Gonzalez asked. “How is hiswife going to
fed?

Remembering Garza, his best friend summed up his
thoughts on him. “He was actually like my brother,”
said Gonzalez. “My other brothers are in college and |
don't get to see them much. He was like another
brother.”

Even more, Gonzalez looked for a higher power to
explain the impact that Garza would have on him.

“It was more like God made Garza my best friend in
the whole world.”

Seventy-six Marines have made the ultimate sacrifice
during Operation Iragi Freedom. Pfc Juan G. Gonzalez
isone of them. Their names will be forever remem-
bered.

+ + +
Lance Cpl. B.E. Anderson, 26, Durham, N.C.
Chief Warrant Officer A.T. Arnold, 30, Spring Liberty,
Texas.

Capt. J.Y. Aubin, 36, Kennebel, Maine.

Lance Cpl. A.J. Aviles, 18, Palm Beach, Fla.

Pfc. C.E. Bales, 21, Howard, Texas.

Capt. RA. Beaupre, 30, McLean, III.

Sgt. M. Bitz, 31, Ventura, Calif.

Lance Cpl. T.A. Blair, 24, Wagoner, Okla.

Gunnery Sgt. J.E. Bohr, 39, Ossian, lowa.

Lance Cpl. C.E. Bruns, 22, Vancouver, Wash.

Lance Cpl. B.R. Buesing, 20, Levy, Fla.

Pfc. T.D. Burkett, 31, Erie, N.Y.

Saff Sgt. J. W. Cawley, 41, Santa Cruz, Ariz
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Change of Address Form
Pleasefill in the following information 2/4 Association Roster Manager
and dlip it into an envel ope addressed to: 6122 Shasta Street
Englewood, FL 34224-8161

Name:
New Address:

(Street) (Apt#)

(City) (State) (9-digit zip)
Telephone: E-mail Address:

Cpl. K.A. Chanawongse, 22, New London, Conn.

Chief Warrant Officer, RW. Channell, 36, Tusca-
loosa, Ala.

2nd Lt. T.S Childers, 20, Harrison, Miss.

Lance Cpl. D.J. Cline, 21, Washoe, Nev.

Capt. A.J. Contreras, 31, Corvallis, Ore.

Cpl. M.A. Evnin, 21, Chittenden, Vt.

Lance Cpl. D.K. Fribely, 26, Lee Fla.

Capt. T.A. Ford, 30, Ogallala, Neb.

Cpl. J.A. Garibay, 21, Orange, Calif.

Pfc. J.G. Garza, 20, Monroe, Mich.

Pwvt. J.L. Gifford, 30, Macon, 1.

Cpl. J.A. Gonzalez, 20, Los Angeles, Calif.

Cpl. J.A. Gonzales, 22, Riverside, Calif.

Cpl. B.G. Gooden, 22, My Vernon, N.Y.

Lance Cpl. J.F. Gonzalez Rodriguez, 19, Los Angeles,
Calif.

Lance Cpl. J. Gutierrez, 22, Los Angeles, Calif.

Pfc. C.D. Gurtner, 19, Ohio City, Ohio.

Sgt. N.M. Hodson, 22, Smithville, Mo.

Pvt. N.R. Hutchings, 20, Anderson, S.C.

Cpl. E.T. James, 20, Hancock, Ill.

Petty Officer 3rd Class M.V. Johnson, 25, hometown
not avail.

Saff Sgt. P.A. Jordan, 42, Brazdria, Texas.

Cpl. B.M. Kennedy, 25, Harris, Texas.

Lance Cpl. N.B. Kleiboeker, 19, Irvington, I11.

Sergeant B.S. Korthaus, 28, Scott, lowa.

Pfc. J.H. Kowalik, 21, Niles, IlI.

Lance Cpl. A.D. Lam, 19, Alamanle, N.C.

Sgt. M.V. Lalush, 23, Troutville, Va.

Capt. A. Lamont, 31, Eureka, Calif.

Lance Cpl. J.B. Maglione, 22, hometown not avail.

Cpl. D.J. Marenco Reyes, 28, San Bernardino, Calif.

Lance Cpl. M.A. Martinez Flores, 21, Duarte, Calif.

Saff Sgt. D.C. May, 31, hometown not avail.

Sgt. B.D. McGinnis, 23, & George, Ddl.

1st Lt. B.M. McPhillips, 25, Plymouth, Mass.
Cpl. J.M. Medellin, 21, Fort Worth, Texas.
Gunnery Sgt. J. Menusa, 33, San Jose, Calif.
Cpl. J.D. Mileo, 20, Pasadena, Md.

Lance Cpl. J. Moore, 21, San Marcos, Calif.
Maj. K.G. Nave, 36, Union Lake, Mich.

Cpl. P.R. Nixon, 31, hometown not avail.
Lance Cpl. P.T. Oday, 20, hometown not avail.
Lance Cpl. E.J. Orlowski, 26, hometown not avail.
Lance Cpl. D.E. Owens, 20, Winchester, Va.
Sgt. F. Padilla Ramirez, 26, Yuma, Ariz.

2nd Lt. F.E. Pokorney, 31, Nye, Nev.

Sgt. B.C. Reiss, 23, Natrona, Wyo.

Sgt. D.R. Rios, 25, Hammond, Ind.

Cpl. RM. Rodriguez, 21, Bronx, N.Y.

Cpl. RK. Rosacker, 21, San Diego, Calif.

1st Lt T. Ryan, 30, Aurora, 1.

Capt B.W. Sammis, 29, Rehoboth, Mass.

Cpl. E-H. Slva, 22, Imperial, Calif.

Lance Cpl. T.J. Socum, 22, Adams, Colo.

1st Sgt. E. Smith, 38, Chicago, IlI.

Lance Cpl. M.R. Smith, 20, Madison, Ind.

Sot. KLAA. Straseskie, 23, Beaver Dam, Wis.
Lance Cpl. Suarez Del Solar, 20, Escondido, Calif.
Saff Sgt. RA. Tejeda, 26, New York, N.Y.

Saff Sgt. Waters-Bey, 29, Baltimore, Md.
Lance Cpl. M.J. Williams, 31, Yuma, Ariz
Saff Sgt. A. White, 27, Shawnee, Okla.

Lance Cpl M.W. White, 24, Brooklyn, N.Y.

* % %

Semper Fidelis
This article is reprinted from the Marine Corps web <http://
www.usmc.mil/marinelink/mcn2000.nsf/main5/
E57FAE6DDE12A6C085256D3300471B107?0pendocu-
ment>, 26 May 2003.
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Membership Application, Second Battalion, Fourth Marines Association

—

Name: Home phone:  (
Address: Work Phone:  ( )

E-mail address:
Current rank if active duty or highest rank if discharged or retired:
Personal awards and decorations:

Period(s) of service (total): From To ; From To ; From To
Period(s) with 2/4: From To ; From To ; From To

Place(s) served with 2/4:

Unit(s) assigned to while with 2/4: Company ____ Platoon __; Company ___ Platoon __; Company ___ Platoon ____

Other military affiliations:

Married ___ Single __ Widowed ____ Spouse or significant other’s name:

Dues Information

Life membership can be paid in up to three installments over a period not to exceed nine consecutive months. Dues guidelines are
the same for Regular Membership and Associate Membership. Please indicate below the type of membership you desire.

Membership class:| Regular Membership: Associate Membership:

54 and under: $175 (lump sum or two payments of $58.34 and one payment of $58.32)
LIfe Member: __ 55to64: $125 (lump sum or two payments of $41.67 and one payment of $41.66)
65 and over:  $75 (lump sum or three payments of $25.00 each)

Annual Member: $20

It is the applicant’s responsibility to schedule payments, since the Association will not send invoices. If the applicant fails to complete
payment of life membership dues as set forth above, amounts paid and received towards life memberships will be converted and
credited as annual membership dues.

Please mail checks (payable to “2/4 Association”) and application to:
2/4 Association
c/o Mr. Robert Bliss
43 Meads Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

If you have a picture of yourself, either as an individual or in a group setting from your Marine Corps/Navy years (boot camp, cruise
book, etc.) and/or a recent photo, please enclose with this form. Also, please identify all persons in each photo. The photos will be
returned after scanning. The scanned pictures, along with the identity information, will be assembled into a computer CD photo album
for historical purposes of the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines.



